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President’s Message
Hello, everyone. 
We’re all looking forward to a great year of learning, shows, and 
companionship. 

Some of our members have already taken part in shows and events 
this fall; first, a street festival at Chapley Park, and then a festival at 
the old (1851) historic Gibson House on Yonge Street. 

Several members are taking part in a weekend show at the Toronto 
Botanical Gardens, originally hosted by the North York Visual Arts 
Association which no longer exists. I’ve taken part in this show 
(although not this year). Last year there were 800 visitors in the two 
days. It is an excellent show with lots of activity.

Of course, we have our annual fall show at the Todmorden Mills 
Art Gallery coming up. This is a non-juried show and there are no 
attendance requirements for participation. Any WGA member may 
take part in the show. Drop off will be Monday, October 29, from 
12:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Pickup will be Monday, November 12, from 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. The reception will be Saturday, November 3, 
from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Setup for the reception will be 12:30 p.m., 
and cleanup, from 4:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. A musical band will add to 
the enjoyment of our reception. Please bring finger food—we like our 
goodies.

We will have a spring show, date and location as yet undecided, and 
the Sunnybrook show, date undecided.

Best wishes to everyone; 
see you at our various events, 
Steve Benedek
President
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Upcoming Workshops
Willowdale Edithvale Workshops
Oct 25, Nov 01, 08, 2018 
Bianka Guna 
$55.00 members $65.00 non-members
Mono printing is a unique method of working in multiple images, 
incorporating the immediacy of painting with printmaking methods 
by repeating and reworking personal imagery and symbols.
www.biankaguna.com

November 15, 22, 29, 2018 
John David Anderson 
$55.00 members $65.00 non-members
Travels in Tuscany in Oils
Focus will be on light and colour all presented in John’s recognizable 
impressionistic style, all the while concentrating on the principles of 
composition and design. 
www.johndavidanderson.ca

Herbert. H. Carnegie Weekend Workshops  9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.

October 20, 21, 2018 
$90.00 members $110.00 non-members
Suzanne Clark
Discover your own creative expression through non-objective or 
abstract painting. 
www.susanneclark.com

November 17, 18, 2018 
$90.00 members $110.00 non-members
Roslyn Levin
Sumi-e or Japanese Brush Painting –Watercolour
In Sumi-e one moves with grace, strength, flexibility, and balance  
to create paintings of simplicity and eloquence.
www.artbyroslyn.on.ca

For full details and registration information:  
www.willowdaleartists.com/pgworkshops.php
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SITTING DURING AN ART SHOW
One of the requisites of entering an art show is sitting as a host/
attendant during the show. There are duties attached to sitting:

First, be there, or arrange for someone else to take your place;

Second, read through the Sitters’ Book to be sure that you are  
up-to-date on sitting requirements;

Third, when reading the book, pay special attention to the sales 
procedures; you do not want to be caught off guard when a buyer 
approaches. (I know some members pray that no one will want to buy 
a painting while they are on duty).

Fourth, greet the people who stop to look at our artwork. It can be 
very simple, just a smile and a welcome to our show along with 
letting people know that you are nearby if they should need any 
additional information.

Fifth, walk around, look at the paintings, and talk to the guests 
attending the show.

Sixth, be observant, record any interesting occurrences or inquiries 
that take place during your shift. Which paintings drew attention? 
Any requests for membership?
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wilf.mcostrich@sympatico.ca
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GREAT FIRST MEETING OF THE YEAR. 
Alma Roussy showed the group how to draw caricatures.

Thank you to Louisa Lau for providing the photographs.

BANBURY WATERCOLOUR WORKSHOPS
Famous watercolourists paint for you and give relaxed  

personal coaching while you paint.

Wednesday daytime classes from noon to 3:30 p.m.

Only $10 per visit and no membership fees.

The group meets at Banbury Community Centre: 
120 Banbury Road, one block west of Leslie 

between Lawrence and York Mills. 
Free Parking. 
Bring a friend. 

For more information on each meeting please 
check the WGA web site or your membership package.
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May I Bring a Guest to a Meeting? 

All members are allowed to bring one guest to a demo once or 
twice a year. Guests are only allowed to attend demos and not other 
evenings such as portrait or life drawing. Each guest may only come 
once as a guest and must join if she/he wishes to attend more 
meetings. Bringing someone to a meeting is an excellent way to 
encourage our fellow artists to join our group. Spread the 
word that the Willowdale Group of Artists 
is THE group to join. 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

We currently have 98 members.  88 full, 8 life and 2 patron.

There are 8 new members
Mina Amini 391-4604  
3 Concorde Place #703 Toronto M3C 3K7 mina.borojeni@yahoo.ca
June Benoit 416-221-8204  
785 Willowdale Ave. North York M2N 5B5
June Buick 647-668-1724  
23 Briarcliffe Crescent Thornhill L4J 7G5 juneb219@gmail.com
Chris Carless 416-225-9238  
136 Betty Anne Dr. North York M2N 1X4 carless136@gmail.comm
Evi Glassman 905-763-9568  
21 Hoover Dr. Thornhill L3T 5M6 digetail@sympatico.ca
Kayoko Glueck 416-225-0536  
8 Hillcrest Ave. #816 Toronto M2N 6Y6 kglueck@rogers.com
John (Log) McQuaig 416-488-0364  
440 Hillsdale Ave. East Toronto M4S 1V2 logmcquaig@sympatico.ca
Doug Muray 416-224-0804  
17 Deering Crescent Toronto M2M 2A2 doug.mrr@gmail.com

Glenda Wood
Membership
woodglj@gmail.com
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BREAKING COMPOSITION RULES BY ERIC WIEGARDT

Award-winning watercolor artist Eric Wiegardt often finds that the rules of 

composition and the theorizing that often goes with it are rigid and not all 

that helpful. Because the rules never seemed to fit his watercolor painting 

at hand, Wiegardt devised a simple process for evaluating his paintings 

that has worked well for him over the years and a way to focus on an area of 

dominance to assure you catch a viewer’s attention.

Three-Step Composition Evaluation
1) The painting should stand up well from a distance.

2) The eye needs to travel through the entire picture plane without getting 

stuck on a shape or color.

3) The eye needs to be guided to an area of dominance and held there as 

long as possible.

It seems that many artists suffer from a case of “Wow! This looks so good 

that more has got to be better. This strong value contrast gives my painting 

so much snap, and the intense colors have so much pizzazz, and oh, the 

detail — let’s have more!”

This approach inevitably results in too many similar elements competing 

for attention, which results in an insufficient area of dominance. Elements 

of design —space, line, shape, value, texture, and color — that have a 

uniformity in strength tend to cancel one another. It’s akin to a ballet 

performance featuring lots of ballerinas, but no prima ballerina. There’s a lot 

of spectacular movement occurring, but there’s no center of focus.

The area of dominance is just that — an area — and not necessarily an 

object. To create the area of dominance, we need to construct sharper value 

contrasts, more intense color, warmer colors, harder edges, and more detail.

Backing off on the rest of the painting gives the area of dominance the 

opportunity to make a more powerful impact. But how do you accomplish 

that? As the picture plane moves away from the area of dominance, it’s all 

about using softer value contrasts, grayer colors, cooler colors, softer edges 

and fewer details.

Eric Wiegardt’s book “Watercolor Free & Easy” can be found at Amazon.ca
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HOW TO MASTER SHADES OF GREEN BY CHRIS COZEN

In my book, Acrylic Color Explorations, there’s a lesson on how to get a 
range of greens using a single color of blue pigment and just changing the 
yellow pigments. It’s good to start your mixing lessons with transparent 
pigments so you can see the clarity of the greens created.

When you start mixing greens, take note of the ratio of yellow to blue for 
the brighter, sharper greens or the ratio of blue to yellow for the deeper 
ones. Once you have developed a solid range you’re satisfied with, introduce 
Titanium White to your mixes and see how the paints lighten up.

Your ratio of white to the mixture is also important. Too much white can 
overwhelm the green mixture and wash it out. Try the same exercise with a 
little Bone Black added to your green mixtures. This will bring a deepness 
and richness to your formula.

Get Your Glaze On
What happens when we go too far one way or the other? That’s where 
glazing comes in. You can always create a lighter or darker green glaze. Just 
mix your original formula with glazing medium, and apply the color over 
your original.

Sheer glazes are built by using a 6:1 ratio of medium to paint. Remember, 
the more pigment you use the less sheer the glaze will be. Glazing is an 
excellent way to play with the surfaces of green areas as well. Want to 
create a shadow? Add a little glaze layer of Dioxazine Purple or Payne’s Gray 
over an area and see it shift.

Favorites for Green Color Mixing
Of course, there are plenty of green pigments/paints out there in the 
marketplace to choose from. I have a few favorites of my own. I use green-
gold (Golden), chromium oxide green and sap green hue as mixers. Green-
gold leans heavily toward yellow. I often substitute it for yellow to mix with 
my blues when I want a unique green. Chromium oxide green is a dense 
opaque pigment, which is a great base color for starting a field of green. Mix 
loosely with white and Titan Buff, brush on rapidly with lots of movement 
and you’ll get a lovely “start” for a field. I turn to sap green hue when I want 
some quick depth, especially in a glaze. Its formula has some black in it 
which adds a lot of richness to the glaze.

Check out the website, ChrisCozenArtist.com. Happy exploring, artists!
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The Framing Depot 1335 Lawrence Ave., E, [at Railside] 416-445-5559
www.theframingdepot.com
Steve has sponsored NYVA’s Art Show and Sale for many years. They host 
White Wall North. It is worth a visit just to see the space. They do an 
amazing framing job and the prices are reasonable. 

Queen’s Frame Gallery
Nymark Plaza. Leslie & Finch.
Wilf McOstich uses this gallery and shows his art there. 
Mention Wilf and you will get a discount.

Latitude 44 Gallery
2900 Dundas W, Etobicoke.  Right at The Junction.
I was at this gallery a couple of years ago.  They show artist’s art and also 
do framing. The framing looked good and the prices reasonable.

—Jo Baumann

The Art Forum, 390 Progress Avenue, Scarborough. 416-297-5516.  Ask for 
Tony Ghazarian.  

—Marian Holmes

I get my frames at De serres. They have an excellent collection. I often 
order on line, they deliver free over $39. Ikea is cheap and has nice frames, 
however Ikea frames cannot be used at the Sunnybrook show.

—Adele Steinberg

I buy art materials on-line, and occasionally from Curry’s Flagship store 
1153 Queen Street West, or Above Ground at 100 McCaul Street in Toronto.

—Bianca Guna

MEMBERS’ TIPS

ART GRIDS FOR RENT
The WGA has 14 art grid stands available for members  

to rent for art shows.
 

They are 2 ft. wide x 6 ft. high. 
Cost is 8 for $20.00, 6 for $15.00, or $3.00 each.

Please call Heather Cullity at 905 889 1165.
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USING CORNER KEYS (WEDGES)
The little triangles that come with your pre-stretched canvases are actually 
called “canvas keys”, “stretcher bar keys”, “corner keys”, or “wedges”. Over 
time the surface of a painted canvas can become loose. These triangles are 
intended to be inserted into the corner slots where the stretcher bars are 
joined together to tighten the tension of the canvas by forcing the mitre joint 
apart.
 
Technique:
Insert the pointed end of the canvas key into the slot in the corner of the 
stretcher bar. Make sure the flat side of the wedge is against the bar. With a 
hammer, gently tap the key down into the slot. Don’t force it all the way in. 
Insert all the keys into all the slots and work your way around the canvas, 
evenly tapping them down until the canvas surface tightens.

—Information courtesy of DeSerres

PUBLICITY REPORT
My thanks to this year’s publicity team for their work. They are Sunita 
Advani, Phyllis Pollard, Sima Rahimi-Jarfari, Shirley V. Ting and myself, 
Margie Wagner. 

To date we are posted on six free online “Events” sites, and are waiting for 
confirmation on more. We have an advertisement for our upcoming show at 
Todmorden Mills in Snap’d North York.

WGA’S STUDENT ENDOWMENT
On Monday, October 1st, Steven Benedek, Jairo Ortiz and I met with 
Francesco Corsaro, of York university. He supplied a report on our 
Endowment which presents a “scholarship” to a deserving art student every 
year. I will have more information about this later.

WILLOWDALE GROUP OF ARTISTS’ FACEBOOK PAGE
Our Facebook page is becoming more popular. As Editor, I receive monthly 
reports on the number of people who visit our page. A year ago we would 
receive 40 or 50 visits to a posting. This fall, the numbers have risen into the 
hundreds. I haven’t posted our Fall Show yet, but I will try a new approach 
and hope to see another rise in visitor numbers.

      —Margie Wagner
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Please send me information on any interesting classes you have taken, any 
shows you have had or are upcoming, any awards you have won, and any 
tips you would like to share.

Thank you to Marian Holmes for proofreading, and Glenda Wood for stuffing 
envelopes. Thank you to Louisa Lau for the photographs. The next issue of 
the newsletter will be available in February 2018. You should be receiving 
it online. Update your email preferences with Glenda Wood if you are not 
already on the list.

Deadline for submissions is January 31, 2019. Please send all submissions, 
with “newsletter” in the subject line, via email to Sheryl Shapiro at  
shapirosss@rogers.com
Thanks,
Sheryl 

WGA WINTER PARTY
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2018 AT 7:30 P.M.

Holy Trinity Anglican Church,
140 Brooke Street, Thornhill

(2 blocks west of Yonge St., 1 block south of Centre St.)

Enjoy the entertainment and prepare to be part of the fun.
Finger foods, desserts, and hors d’oeuvres needed.
Please bring something to share at our “Pot Luck”

(preferably on paper plates!)

If you are unable to arrange transportation to Holy Trinity, a ride may be 
arranged (as a last resort!) from the Senior Centre to the Church. 

Call Joanne Braganza, (416) 756-0489

IF WGA MEMBERS WANT TO ANNOUNCE THEIR UPCOMING SHOWS 
THEY CAN BE POSTED ON WGA’S FACEBOOK PAGE. SIMPLY TAKE 
PICTURES, REDUCE THE FILE SIZE TO UNDER ONE MEGABYTE AND 
SEND THEM TO MARGIE WAGNER, AND I OR ANOTHER FACEBOOK 
EDITOR WILL POST THEM FOR YOU.

—Margie Wagner


